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BANGKOK ALSO FOR KRANKER, USAID/LAOS/BOO 

DEPT FOR RAMSEY, USAID/LAOS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, PFOR, US, LA 

SUB J : MILITARY RICE FOR LAOS 

REF: VIENTIANE 4700 

1. WE MAY NOT HAVE CONVEYED THE STILL VERY TENSE AND UNCERTAIN 
STIATUION IN WHICH WE FIND OURSELVES: TWO EMBASSY COMPOUNDS 
REMAIN OCCUPIED; AN INCIPIENT THREAT FROM ROYAL AIR LAO 
EMPLOYEES PRECLUDES USE OF U.S. AIRCRAFT; IMPLICATIONS OF 

AID CUT-OFF ARE BEGINNING TO BE FELT, AT SAME TIME AS REAL- 
IZATION IS DAWNING THAT THERE MAY BE NO FUTURE AID; THERE ARE 
SERIOUS FOOD SHORTAGES (ACCORDING TO VOA AND BBC, LAOS HAS 
ASKED FOR $10 MILLION IN FOOD AID FROM U.S.); THE CHANGE IN 
SOCIAL ORDER IS PROCEEDING WITH ATTENDANT WIDESPREAD 
FEAR AND UNCERTAINTY AMONG LAO. 

2. IN THIS CONTEXT, DELIVERIES OF RICE ARE NOT A TECH- 
NICAL PROBLEM. WE HAVE COMMITTED OURSELVES FOR JULY. TO 
DELAY FURTHER, OR MORE SERIOUSLY TO CANCEL OUT, COULD 
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TO LPF TO ATTACK US IN WHATEVER WAY THEY CHOSE, AND ON THIS 

ONE THEY WOULD HAVE BROAD POPULAR SUPPORT. THE IMAGE OF AMERICAN 

DOUBLE-DEALING AT A TIME WHEN LPF ARE CARRYING RESPONSIBILITY 

FOR DETERIORATING SITUATION COULD SHIFT PART OF THIS 

RESPONSIBILITY TO US AND WOULD CERTAINLY NOT IMPROVE 

OUR CHANCES OF MAINTAINING THIS MISSION, NOR 

THOSE OF INSURING THE SECURITY OF ITS PERSONNEL. 

CHAPMAN 
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